




I This is the Session One of the Virginia Tobacco Region 

2 Revitalization Commission, which was held on May 11, 2022, at 

3 1:30 p.m. at The Sessions Hotel in Bristol, Virginia. 

4 CHAIRMAN MOREFIELD: Good afternoon. We would like to call 

5 the meeting to order for the Southwest Virginia Committee 

6 Tobacco Commission. First of all, I'd like to welcome all of 

7 you all to beautiful Southwest Virginia. Thank goodness summer 

8 is finally here, but with that being said, we will do a call of 

9 the roll. 

10 MR. SORRELL: Thank you, Delegate Morefield, Chairman of 

II the Southwest Virginia Committee. 

12 (THE ROLL IS CALLED.) 

13 MR. SORRELL: You have the floor, Mr. Chairman. 

14 CHAIRMAN MOREFIELD: Okay. Well, we have a couple of 

15 housekeeping items. Make you aware of the restrooms. The 

16 bathroom is located right of the elevator, and then, also, we 

17 ask that each person to speak so that the Court Reporter can 

18 

19 

20 

take your name. 

All right.  

DELEGATE KILGORE: 

So, when you speak, speak into a mic, please. 

Next we have approval of the minutes. 

I make a motion we approve the 1/6/22 

21 minutes, Mr. Chairman. 

22 CHAIRMAN MOREFIELD: We have a motion. Do we have a second 

23 to approve the minutes of 1/6/22? Okay. We have a second. 

24 All in favor say Aye. 

25 (ALL AFFIRM.) 
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All oppose? 

(NO RESPONSE. ) 

I 

2 

3 CHAIRMAN MOREFIELD: Okay. Minutes are adopted. Next we 

4 will go to public comment. Are there any members of the public 

5 who wish to make a comment? I do believe we have Lee or Lea 

6 Ross. Please come up to the podium. 

7 MS. LEA ROSS: I just wanted to say thank you for all you 

8 do for the Commonwealth of Virginia. We have received funding 

9 from you all before for onr Birthplace of Country Music Museum. 

10 And if you haven't been into it, we would like to offer you that 

11 opportunity to visit it. We've opened until after 6:00 o'clock 

12 tonight because we have Farmer and Fun Time Show going on now. 

13 We have the ability, in between us and the hotel, that we 

14 are still working on funding, but we' re getting there. So, 

15 you'll be hearing from me hopefully in October because we hope 

16 to have matching funds. Thank you. 

17 CHAIRMAN MOREFIELD: Thank you. I was just explaining to 

18 our Executive Director that this is an incredible facility. 

19 This is the first time I've had the opportunity to visit it. 

20 We'd certainly like to see more establishments like this across 

21 Southwest Virginia. I know you've got a few other ones in 

22 southside Virginia, 

23 So, I do believe we have one additional person. Yes, sir, 

24 MR. ANDERSON: I'm Will Anderson. I'm President and CEO of 

25 Blue Ridge PBS Asset. We are lucky enough to receive funds from 
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1 the Tobacco Commission in the past. Pre-covid hindered us a 

2 little bit from doing what we needed to do, but what we were 

3 able to do is to create Project Southwest with some media entity 

4 that's bringing all of the great things that are happening in 

5 Southwest Virginia to the world. It has been a tremendous 

6 success. 

7 As a matter of fact, our Executive Producer right now is 

8 down on Commonwealth Avenue at a Bed & Breakfast and met some 

9 friends there. They're creating a cooking show right here in 

10 Southwest Virginia that we hope to take nationally and bring 

11 some of that recognition here. 

12 And, in the future, we hope to have more funds for a brand 

13 new station that we will be creating here in Southwest Virginia; 

14 the very first digital affiliate and a member station of PBS 

15 with a big following that goes along with it. 

16 So, stick around. And thank you so very much. We couldn't 

17 do it without you.• 

18 CHAIRMAN MOREFIELD: Thank you so much.   That's very exciting.

news. 19 Okay. Next we will move on to business. 

And Ms. Sara Williams 20 will start with the funding applications. 

21 MS. WILLIAMS: Thank you, sir. Can you all hear me? Is 

22 this picking up okay? They can't hear at all back there. 

23 CHAIRMAN: Can you move closer to the microphone? 

24 MS. WILLIAMS: Okay. We did receive 10 applications to the 

25 second round of the Southwest Virginia Program. As you 
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1 those did close the grants with sufficient funds remaining that 

2 would be obligated. 

3 So, we thought that to reduce the award would be a good way 

4 to determine the level of interests in the program. And should 

5 there be more interests, then there are funds available. We 

6 would welcome the opportunity for them to submit a second 

7 proposal for a future round to continue the program. 

8 So, the Staff recommendation is, Staff recommends a grant 

9 award of $215,000 with no more than two percent of the total 

10 award to be allocat9d for administration. 

11 CHAIRMAN: 'okay. And if there are no objections, we will 

12 have Ms. Williams just go through the full report, and then 

13 we'll take individual questions from the Commission that you 

14 · have. 

15 MS. WILLIAMS: Next is another Agribusiness Project. 

16 from Grayson County for a Sheep Wool Baler. Request number 

It is 

17. 3970.  They have reque�ted $2,500 to assist in the purchase of a new

18     wool baler which will be based in Grayson County.

19      Currently, there is >a wool baler in Grayson County;  however, it's 

20     reaching the end of its useful life.  It is in dire need of replacement.

21      

22     

23     

The baler, in its location in Grayson, is very important because   

buyers require that wool be sorted by color, graded,  baled, and  

transported in minimum ton loads of 18 tons a loaded.  So, as you can

24 imagine, those requirements can make it very 
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1 through the loaning program. You know, the plus side of that, 

2 too, is if only one of these applications is not successful, 

3 they will still have a major funding gap to get to the point 

4 where they can begin construction. 

5 So, with all these factors in mind, we just really did not 

6 feel we were in a place where we could make a decision today 

7 about the project. We thought it would be best to table it 

8 until we have more information on those matching funds. 

9 And, so, the Staff recommendation requests that. 

10 Staff recommends this request be tabled until decisions 

11 from all pending applications are available. 

12 

13 

we'll go and open up for questions from the Commmission14 

15  on any of the applications. 

16 

17 

(Pause.) 

CHAIRMAN OWENS: Okay. With that being said, I would  

18 like to entertain a motion to approve the Staff 

19  recommendation in a block. 

20 

21 

MS. HENSLEY: So moved. 

CHAIRMAN OWENS: And I apologize. Just one moment. 

22 Would anyone in the audience or any of the applicants  

23 like to make a comment? 

24 

25 

21 

And that comP,letes my presentation of the applications. 

CHAIRMAN OWENS: Okay. Thank you, Ms. Williams. Now 

  (NO RESPONSE.)

DELEGATE  KILGORE:  Second.










