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APPEARANCES: 

Mr. Walter Shelton, Chairman 

Mr. T. Jordan Miles, III, Vice Chair (by phone) 

Delegate Leslie Adams 

Delegate Kathy Byron 

Joel Cunningham, Jr. (by phone) 

Watt Foster, Jr. 

Richard Hite, Jr. 

Jay Jennings 

Senator L. Louise Lucas 

Delegate Danny Marshall 

William Pace 

Gary Walker 

Staff: 

Mr. Andy Sorrell, Deputy Director 

Ms. Sarah Capps, Southern Regional Director 

Ms. Vicki Humphreys,  Grants Director
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Others present:

The Honorable James E. Campos, Deputy Secretary of  

     Commerce & Trade and Acting Executive Director

Ms. Stephanie Kim,  Finance Director

Ms. Sara Williams, Southwest Regional Director

Ms. Liz Myers, OAG Counsel

Mr. Jordan Butler,  Public Relations Director

Ms. Suzette Patter, Grants System Administrator

Ms. Joyce Knight, Meeting Coordinator

Ms. Adrian Counts, Grant Assistant

Ms. Emily Van Pelts, Grant Assistant
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CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Good afternoon, 

everyone. It's a little past 2:00. So we will go ahead and 

get started with the Southern Virginia Committee Meeting. I 

know we have quite a bit of business to sort through today. 

We should have a very active committee meeting. 

To start off with, I'd like to make 

an introduction of Mr. James E. Campos, who is going to 

be our new director. I know there is going to be a more 

formal and more detailed introduction tomorrow before the 

full commission. But we do want to welcome ' you here as 

the fist step being on the Tobacco Commission first 

committee meeting. We're glad to 

have you here with us today. 

15 Andy, if you would, call the roll for 

16 us please. 

17 

18 Mr. Chairman. 

19 

MR. SORRELL: All right. Thank you, 

Mr. Shelton. Mr. Miles. Mr. Miles 

20 is going to be participating remotely and had a 

21 conflict until about 2:15 or 2:30. So he may have to 

22 call in. Delegate Adams. Delegate Byron. 

23 Mr. Cunningham. I think Mr. Cunningham was 

24 participating remotely. I think I heard 

25 Mr. Cunningham on the phone. Ms. Drinkwater. 
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2 
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Mr. Foster. Mr. Hite. Mr. Jennings. Senator Lucas. 

Delegate Marshal. 

Merrick's designee. 

Secretary Merrick or Secretary 

Senator Morrissey. Mr. Pace. 

4 

5 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Mr. Walker. Mr. Walker. We have Joel Cunningham on 

the phone. 

  As a reminder, folks, you will need to press 

this button as you speak into the mic. Now I know 

that. 

  Senator RUFF: In addition, you need to 

hold it down. You can't just let it go. 

MR. SORRELL: True. 

You have a quorum, Mr. Chairman. 

(Committee members present.) 

Chairman SHELTON: Thank you, Andy. 

15 I believe with the new state rules 

16 concerning remote participation, we need to have a 

17 motion to accept those. 

18 MR. HITE: Mr. Chairman, I make a 

19 motion that we accept those. 

I 

I 

20 
I 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HITE OR FOSTER: Mr. Chairman, I move 1

that Chairman Shelton's approval of the Commissioners 

Miles and Cunningham's request to participate remotely 

I 

in this meeting is in conformance with the 

Commission's Adopted Electronic Meeting Policy, and 

that the voices of the remotely participating members 
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1 can be heard by all persons at the primary meeting 

2 location. 

3 

4 there a second. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: We have a motion. Is 

5 MR. SORRELL: I just wanted to note 

6 that Mr. Miles is not yet on the telephone. We'll 

5 

7 need to do that portion again when he does jump on the 

8 telephone. 

9 CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Pertaining to Mr. 

10 Cunningham, do we have a second to that motion? 

11 

12 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Second. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Motion duly made 

13 and seconded. All those in favor, signify by saying 

14 aye. 

15 (Members respond.) 

16 

17 

18 

19 motion does pass. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Any opposed? 

(No response.) 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Hearing none, that 

20 Moving on to the approval of the 

21 minutes of October the 5th. They were published on 

22 the website. 

23 Are there any additions or 

24 corrections that need to be made? If not, I would 

25 entertain a motion that we adopt them as provided. 

I 

I 

I 

'------------------------------------'' 
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So moved. 

Second. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 

DELEGATE MARSHALL: 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Have a motion and 

4 a second to approve the minutes as recorded from 

5 October the 5th. 

6 

6 All those in favor, signify by saying 

7 aye. 

(Response.) 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: 

(No response. ) 

Any opposed? 

8 

9 

10 

11 CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Hearing none, the 

12 minutes are approved. 

13 Public comment at this time is open. 

14 I will remind everyone, anyone that is here to speak 

15 specifically to any application that we'll be 

16 discussing, there will be certainly time provided at 

17 that time. But any general public comment at this 

18 time? 

19 (No response.) 

20 CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Hearing none, we 

21 will close the public comment section. 

22 We will begin with going through our 

23 applications. Sarah Capps, I would like to go through 

24 by category. And Sarah, if you would, I have no hands 

25 to turn pages and hold this button at the same time. 

I 

I 

'· 

I 

I 
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20 I 

1 say that I think one of the missions of this 

2 Commission from its inception was to help advance 

3 alternative agriculture as a source of Tobacco income 

4 in the collaboration between two great entities from 

5 the State working together to put this project 

6 together, I think, was very commendable, and I 

7 appreciate it from all of you that were involved. 

8 think is an outstanding project and very excited. 

MR. REEVES: I can't say thank you 

I 

9 

10 

11 

enough to Sarah, Vicki and the whole staff. 

great, and we look forward to having a good 

They were 

12 relationship for years to come. 

13 

14 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Thank you, 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Brandon. 

Does anyone else want to speak to 

either one of the other projects? 

Taylor, come on up. 

MR. CLARK: I'm Taylor Clark with VT 

Cooperative Extension in Mecklenburg County. The 

request we have before the board is for set of legal 

for trade livestock scales to be used with a group of 

producers that have been marketing truckload lots for, 

I think this past fall was their eighth year. 

24 The main thing I wanted to relay to 

25 the Commission was that all of these producers back in 

I 

I 

I 
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1 working with a private developer, and he has had a 

25 

2 number of letters of support from different customers 

3 that are, you know, that will be utilizing this 

4 facility. 

5 MS. CAPPS: Deputy Marshall, I will 

6 add, during the review process, the application 

7 included five or six letters of support from buyers 

8 that included monthly orders for, specifically for the 

9 lamb and goats that would be processed at the 

10 facility. So that was included with the application. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

DELEGATE MARSHALL: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Thank you. 

Does anyone else wish to speak? 

(No response. ) 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: If not, do we have any 

further discussion or questions from the Commission? 

DELEGATE: I have a question. I 

guess it's really for Andy. This is about #4118. I 

looked down the list, on Page 11, and I see that there 

are some counties that are in Southside, and I see 

some locations in Southwest. 

When we do our budget, we have a 

budget for Southside. We have a budget for Southwest. 

So is Southside now paying for Southwest? 

25 MR. SORRELL: That is a good 

I 
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1 following their meeting, and they need the funds that 

2 remain. 

3 

4 

5 

DELEGATE MARSHALL: You prepared, and 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

I know you --

MS. CAPPS: I think our Southwest 

Regional Director appreciates the consideration. 

I'll just add that on the second page 

of the report, you'll see a tally of the 

recommendations. There is a total $4.7 million that 

is being recommended. As I mentioned we do have $16 

million available in our pool. 

SENATOR RUFF: Mr. Chairman and 

Delegate Marshall, the better time to raise this may 

be at the Full Commission Meeting tomorrow. 

DELEGATE MARSHALL: Okay. I'll have 

an IOU by that time. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Any other 

discussion or questions? 

19 (No response.) 

20 CHAIRMAN SHELTON: If not, if we 

21 entertain this group as a block, is there any one that 

22 anyone needs to pull out from these four as a block, 

23 if we entertain a motion vote? 

24 

25 pull out 4107. 

MR. HITE: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to 

I 
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small business incentives. These are limited to up to 

$30,000, and no more than 25 percent of the capital 

cost for construction and equipment costs for the new 

business. 

The projects that are eligible under 

this category need to show the potential to be a 

catalyst for additional business development for 

underdeveloped in undeveloped business areas. 

The Cockram Mill complex consists of 

several buildings, in addition to the grist mill 

building, and the brewery will be a catalyst for 

renovation of other buildings for uses at the site. 

Staff is recommending a $30,000 

grant, to support up to 25 percent of approved 

equipment costs, contingent on the executive 

director's approval of final performance agreement. 

The third project under Business 

Development submitted by SOVA Innovation Hub 

Corporation. $400,000 is requested towards the $3 

million cost to create the SOVA Innovation Lab 

Building. This is part of the SOVA Innovations 

Campus, which is in downtown South Boston, and 

currently includes the Hub Building where Mid-Atlantic 

Broadband offices are located. The Labs Building 

would be a 13,000 square building, an existing 

I 

I 
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2 
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21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

building that would be renovated and would include 

four key components, a digital makerspace, community 

spaces, coworking spaces, and an outdoor space. 

The Commission provided a grant in 

May of 2021 towards the architectural and engineering 

design for the SOVA Innovations Lab Building. And so 

we have supported this project previously. 

This current request would go towards 

the construction costs. 

The proposed matching funds total 

$2,588,860, which includes a request of $1,688,860 to 

the US EDA Program, and $900,000 committed from the 

SOVA Innovation Hub Corporation. 

The proposal was accompanied by a 

detailed construction budget and business plan. There 

was also a market study prepared by the Institute for 

Research Services for this project that defines the 

uses for the campus that will most contribute to the 

success of the facility. 

The Lab building will include 15 

private offices, plus an office suite for an anchor 

tenant to host community programs. The makerspace 

would include similar equipment as the project need. 

Longwood University, as you all may recall, we have 

supported that project as well. By including similar 

I 
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1 Unfortunately, there's some damage to 

2 the building that has been mitigated that hasn't been 

3 finished. We need to get that, solve that problem 

4 quick so we don't have to spend more money in two 

5 years as we go forward. 

6 The first space is important. Our 

7 goals are three-fold; support agriculture, create 

8 mass, and some help with business retention, business 

9 growth. So all that is in the Lawrenceville project. 

10 Thank you. 

11 Does anyone have any questions? 

12 (No response.) 

13 CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Any questions from 

14 the Commission? 

15 (No response.) 

16 CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Thank you. 

17 Anyone else wish to speak on any of 

18 

19 

20 

21 

these proposals? 

MR. DERISO: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. My name is Tad Deriso with the SOVA 

Innovation Hub Corporation, as well as Mid-Atlantic 

22 Broadband Community Corporation. 

23 here also. 

Lauren McBennett is 

24 So we appreciate Sarah doing a 

25 thorough detailed review of our application. This is 

I 

I 
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38 

really an outgrowth of the success we've had with the 

SOVA Innovation HUB in downtown South Boston. 

As y'all know NBC(?) funded that 

project. It is our headquarter's office for about 24 

employees, as we have grown over the years. Also 

6 called the SOVA Innovation Hub. Many of you probably 

7 know that as the Microsoft Building. We have a 

8 Microsoft logo, and they do some programming there. 

9 So that's pretty exciting. 

10 The campus that we have developed is 

11 really part of this initiative. Innovation Labs is 

12 important. We are able to acquire a building that's 

13 currently owned by the South Boston Volunteer Fire 

14 Department. We have a pending purchase agreement for 

15 that facility for about $550,000. And the programming 

16 and support facilities that are part of labs are 

17 really growing off what Lauren and her team have done 

18 

19 

20 

21 

for the Go Virginia grant, the Entrepreneurial -- Go 

ahead. 

MS. MATHENA: Virginia Region 3 

Regional Entrepreneurial Initiative project. It's a 

22 

23 

24 

25 

mouthful. 

MR. DERISO: That program has had a 

great deal of success. That is wrapping up. And we 

have been able to continue to acquire additional funds 

Crane-Snead & Associates, INC. 
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1 we recommend a $400,000 grant contingent upon 

2 acquisition of matching funds to support the project 

3 #4105. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

from Mr. Pace. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: There is a motion 

Is there a second? 

MR. WALKER: Second. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: We have a second. 

Any further discussion? 

(No response.) 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Hearing none, all 

11 in those in favor of staff recommendation on #4105, 

12 signify by saying aye. 

13 (Response.) 

14 

15 

16 

17 abstention. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Any opposed? 

MR. WALKER: Abstain. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: We have one 

18 That motion, #4105, passes. 

19 Would the Committee's pleasure be on 

20 the block of #4121 and #4126? 

21 

22 

MR. PACE: So moved in block. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Mr. Pace moves 

23 that we accept staff recommendation as a block for 

24 

25 

these two applications. Is there a second? 

MR. FOSTER: Second. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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1 to approve these requests as a block, removing #4124, 

2 at this time. I guess may be a conflict of interest. 

3 CHAIRMAN SHELTON: So we have a 

4 motion for all of the applications, with exception of 

5 #4124, to accept them as staff recommends. 

6 

7 

8 

9 Delegate Adams. 

10 

Is there a second to that motion? 

DELEGATE ADAMS: Second. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: We have a second by 

Any further discussion on that block? 

11 (No response.) 

12 CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Hearing none, we 

13 will proceed to vote on staff recommendations for 

14 those four. 

15 All those in favor, signify by saying 

16 aye. 

17 (Response.) 

18 

19 

20 

21 passes. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Any opposed? 

(No response.) 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: That motion 

22 So now, I'll entertain a motion on 

23 #4124. 

24 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Mr. Chairman, 

25 I so move enthusiastically for #4124. 

I 

I 
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1 anyone has any questions, I'll do my best to answer. 

85 

2 CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Any questions from 

3 the Commission? 

4 (No response.) 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Thank you. 5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MS. HAWTHORNE: My name is Beverly 

Hawthorne. My other job was recently Chairman of 

Virginia's Crossroads. Virginia's Crossroads is a 20 

some year old tourism group that was formed to form 

the Lee's Retreat Trail. That is how far back we go. 

And I wanted you all to know that, Number 1, Nottoway 

and Blackstone are members of Virginia's Retreat. 

Williamsburg is a member of Virginia's Retreat. Of 

course, we support those activities and all that they 

want to do. 

And the one we haven't mentioned now 

is Western Piedmont objectives on the list. Just so 

everybody knows, yes, Virginia's Crossroads has been 

contacted. Virginia's Crossroad was in a very 

informative meeting run by Ms. Capps about getting 

together with them to define the branding for 

Southern Virginia. 

I hope you all will support all of 

those projects because it supports all of Southern 

Virginia. Thank you. 
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additional buffer in case there is additional delays. 

Staff is recommending approval of a 1 

year extension to January 31st, 2024. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Is there anyone 

here to speak on behalf of this extension? 

MS. BOBE: Good afternoon. I'm 

Corrie Bobe, the Director of Economic Development for 

the City of Danville. 

First, I'd like to thank you in 

advance for your consideration of this final extension 

request. And thanks to Sarah for all of your help 

over the years with this particular project, as well 

as all of the additional grant funds that you provided 

site and building development. It has really made 

truly a difference in successes that we had, not only 

in Danville, but for the entire Southern Virginia 

region. 

As indicated through Sarah's report, 

we have come across several delays this past year. 

true Southern Virginia fashion, this project is a 

regional project. It is located in one of our parks 

jointly owned between the City of Danville and 

Pittsylvania County. 

24 For the first time, the two 

In 

25 localities IDAs are partnering on the construction of 
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1 

2 

The Commission approved an extension 

and scope revision in January of 2022. The 

3 construction of the grading for the 65 acre pad that 

4 includes Lots 1 and 2 proceeded at that time. 

5 The construction contract is 

6 underway, while the majority of the grant funds are 

7 still remaining in the project account. 

8 The RIFA indicates that the 

9 construction, the pad site will require approximately 

10 three months to be completed. A full six year 

11 extension is requested to provide sufficient time for 

12 the remaining work to be completed. 

13 There is an edit to the staff 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

recommendation. This is supposed to read -- I'll give 

you the correction. Staff is recommending approval of 

a six year extension to January 31st, 2024, not July. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: Is there anyone 

here that would like to speak to this request? 

MS. KATTIE SAUNDERS. I'm with 

Pittsylvania County. I'm the project manager. 

To start off, I just want to thank 

y'all for your consideration. We are very, very 

appreciative and thank you, Sarah for all your hard 

work on this. 

25 This is for a final extension for the 

I 

Crane-Snead & Associates, INC. 
bb1cfb90-79da-4ddd-92aa-3523d412b7ea 











1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

101 

mainly on the Prince George side that this be fixed. 

So there is a lot of expectation that the problem be 

resolved. I don't see where terminating this grant 

will solve that problem. We are just going to have to 

try to resolve it in some other manner. 

I would recommend that, if you would 

be willing to consider a one year extension to see if 

there has been progress made. If there's not, then I 

would fully understand that the funding be terminated. 

I would ask that you consider some period of time to 

allow the property owner to try to resolve and get 

this project completed. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: What is the 

status -- As I read this, there is $6,250 match from 

Sussex County. Is that still all in play, as if 

something happened next month? 

MR. DOUGLAS: I mean, that money was 

there -- There was state AFID grant money that has 

already been expended. I don't remember the exact 

dollar amount, but it has been provided to the 

company. And I'm not sure of the status. You'd have 

to ask Mr. Reavis what the status of those dollars 

are. Those funds are typically given up front. But 

again, the County would still -- You know, I feel like 

we are going to have to get involved at some point in 

I 
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1 some other way to remedy this problem. It is not 

2 going to go away. 

102 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. REAVIS: To answer the question, 

there was $12,500 given by VDACS that was used to get 

the survey done and some prep done in the parking lot 

area, as well as some may think about it was over 

Covid. 

There is $6,250 from the Tobacco 

Commission, and $6,250 from Sussex County that's still 

available. As far as I know, those funds are still 

committed. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: I guess one final 

question. Is this Committee's suggestion that the 

problems that have held this up right now are still 

not resolved? Is that what I'm 

They possibly could be in time coming 

forward, but right now they are still not resolved; is 

that correct? 

MR. REAVIS: No, sir. There is a 

continue exacerbation of the issue by the question 

about access to the road. 

By now getting the road put in, I now 

have the mean, I am working to get the equipment 

onsite to do that. Now that we're out of Covid and 

the state has people can come out and actually deal 
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Mr. Steal, the neighbor who is at the issue was found 

not guilty of tortuous interference with business. We 

were basically told to file a civil suit to resolve 

the title on the access on the current road. 

I have an easement across the 

property, and the easement on former Jimmy Belsham's 

property. (Inaudible) that way. That is completely 

separate from the current issue that I'm having with 

the neighbor going out to County Line Road, which is 

limiting my business and is impacting my ability to 

have cash flow. 

I'm at a point now, I'm completing a 

divorce. I gave out a bunch higher pay raise than I 

did last year. I know have the means and ability to 

put the road in with this additional grant money. It 

would resolve title issue on the other road. If 

that's clear. 

CHAIRMAN SHELTON: What's the 

Committee's pleasure? 

SENATOR. RUFF: Mr. Chairman, I'm not 

on the Committee, but I would like to weigh in at this 

point. We have just extended two other big projects. 

I think it is only fair that when a small business has 

a problem, such as Covid, which restricted his 

business pretty significantly, that we ought to 
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